
Gabby brings quarterly news from our sewing hubs: 
sharing the lives and stories of women we are in 
community with.  

I recently had a chance to speak over Zoom with 
Christine, who leads the Dorcas Dress Project Sewing 
Hub in Kenya. As we chatted, she was sitting under a 
tree in the afternoon sunshine. A week later I met three 
of the ladies who are part of the sewing hub, Everlyne, 
Linet and Maxmilla. Listening to them share their stories 
and talk about their lives was such a privilege. I came 
away feeling incredibly thankful to God for the way he 
weaves together people from across the world. Christine 
shared with me, “God has a design. He will intertwine 
people, intertwine different callings, just to expand the 
Kingdom. It's God's tapestry. He puts us together like 
the threads. To create a beautiful pattern, it's just 
threads going down and up.”

As someone who enjoys embroidery, I loved that 
metaphor. The back of one of my embroidery hoops is 
often messy and confusing, but when you turn it over, 
every stitch has its place and together they create 
something beautiful. Perhaps that is a picture of The 
Dorcas Dress Project too: God is weaving every persons 
gifts and prayers together for his purposes. Christine 
never expected sewing to become such an important 
part of her life. Trained as a teacher, she began to ask 
God, “What abilities do I have? What talents do I have?” 
Looking back now, she says, “Surprisingly I didn’t train 
to be a tailor. It is a gift from God.”

Sewing is only part of Christine’s calling. She teaches 

the Bible at Doxa Chara School, disciples women and 
young people, and gathers others to pray for their 
community. Every time the women meet, they sew 
together and encourage one another and spend time in 
God's Word. There are currently five women sewing 
together in the Kenya Hub, and each has her own story, 
and a family to support. Each has discovered new 
confidence through the DDP. When I spoke with 
Everlyne, who is married to a pastor and mother of 6 
children, she told me that joining DDP has transformed 
both her sewing and her family's circumstances. “Dorcas 
Dress has assisted me to know how to thread the 
stitches, and to make the clothes clean and clear. 
Dorcas Dress has helped me to get food and school 
fees,” she told me.  Linet also spoke about the 
opportunities Dorcas has given her.  “Dorcas 
Dressmaking has helped me to know different types of 
skill in sewing. The Dorcas Dress is unique. It is not 
found in Kenya. It is a new fashion. Dorcas Dressmaking 
has really helped us to come out of poverty.” 

Maxmilla shared a similar 
story. She has a teenage 
daughter who is in school. Like 
the other ladies, she had been 
sewing for years before joining 
DDP. Even so, she says the 
training has transformed her 
work. The income has enabled 
her to pay school fees for her 
daughter and strengthen her 
small business.  As I listened 
to these ladies, one thing stood 
out to me: Not one of them 
spoke first about themselves. 
They spoke about feeding their 
children, paying school fees, 
supporting their families, 

7 day prayer diary:  The Dorcas Dress Project Kenya Hub

Day 1: Thank God for his tapestry: Give thanks for the way 
God has brought together people from Kenya, the UK and 
around the world through the DDP.  Praise him for all the 
friendships that have grown out of this and across other sewing 
hubs.

Day 2: Pray for the ladies in Kenya.  Please pray for 
Everlyne, Linet, Maxmilla and the other ladies in the sewing 
hub as they work to provide for their families. Pray that God 
will continue to strengthen and encourage them, and provide 
everything they need.

Day 3: Pray for the school uniform project.  Thank God for 
this exciting new opportunity. Pray that the ladies will be able 
to make high quality school uniforms that bless local families, 
provide a steady income for the sewing hub and help children 
attend school with confidence. 

Day 4: Pray for Christine.  Please pray, as she leads the 
sewing hub, disciples women and young people, teaches at 
Doxa Chara School and serves her local community, that God 
will give her wisdom, strength and all she needs as the ministry 
continues to grow.

Day 5: Pray for provision.  The ladies spoke honestly about 
the challenges they face, from paying school fees and putting 
food on the table to working with ageing sewing machines. 
Pray that God will continue to provide for every need, and that 
their tailoring businesses will flourish.

Day 6: Pray for Kenya.  Please pray for peace in Kenya, 
particularly as the country prepares for elections next year. 
Pray for wise leadership, for stability within communities, and 
for God's protection over Christine, the ladies and their 
families.

Day 7: Pray for the future.  Give thanks for all that God has 
already done through The Dorcas Dress Project in Kenya. Pray 
that more women will have the opportunity to join the project, 
learn new skills, earn an income and discover the hope that 
Christine and the ladies spoke about. Pray that God will 
continue to weave his beautiful tapestry through every thread 
of this ministry.
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know you will be sewing soon. You are assured of 
something."

That sense of security is a precious gift. For women who 
have faced uncertainty, knowing there is work ahead, a 
skill to develop and a community around them brings a 
renewed confidence about the future. Christine's vision 
goes far beyond the five women currently involved. She 
dreams of seeing the project grow, with the women 
eventually working together in one place and training 
others who are facing similar struggles.  "There are 
many other women going through what we are going 
through.". As I listened to Christine, Everlyne, Linet and 
Maxmilla, I was reminded The Dorcas Dress Project is 
about far more than sewing. It is about women 
discovering the gifts God has given them, growing in 
faith, supporting their families and becoming a blessing 
to others.

Every prayer, every gift and every dress purchased is 
another thread in the tapestry God is weaving. Together, 
those threads are creating opportunities for women, 
hope for families and a witness to God's love in practical 
ways. As the school uniform project begins, we would 
love you to pray with us that this next chapter reaches 
many more families. If you are able, please consider 
supporting the work by giving, or purchasing a dress.

Donations can be taken through 
this link.  https://bit.ly/3Riks2X

As Christine reminded me, “God 
has a design. He will intertwine 
people, to expand the 
Kingdom.”. What a privilege it 
is, that by God’s grace, we are 
one of those threads.

restocking their businesses. The entire time, their focus 
was on serving and caring for others. When I asked how 
they felt about making school uniforms for children in 
their community, Maxmilla said, “if we have finances 
and materials, we can help children whose parents 
cannot afford uniforms.”. Linet added,  “if we have 
enough materials, we can make those uniforms even for 
the orphans.”

Then Maxmilla summed up what they all seemed to feel. 
“We feel so proud because we can also help with the 
little that we have. We feel so encouraged to be part of 
people who can help the community.”

That, to me, is the heart of The Dorcas Dress Project. 
These women are not asking, "What can we receive?"
They are asking, "Who can we help next?" That desire 
to bless others is at the centre of an exciting new 
chapter for the Kenyan sewing hub. Christine and Maria 
have recently been planning a new school uniform 
project. The ladies will make uniforms for children at 
Doxa Chara School, where Christine serves, with the 
hope that the project will eventually grow into the 
surrounding community. For families in rural Kenya, 
school uniforms aren’t simply another item on the 
shopping list, they are often one of the biggest 
expenses a family faces. Christine explained,  “we are a 
very poor community, where most people have an 
income of less than a dollar a day. Some don't even get 
that much in a day, so it's hard raising money for a 
uniform. If it happens, it’s a very big relief for parents.”

The new school uniform design is in it’s development 
stage: just like our Dorcas Dress it will be size 
adjustable (to last a child through their primary 
education years), and possible to be made to western 
quality standards on a simple straight stitch sewing 
machine.  This new project has the potential to create a 
wonderful circle of blessing. Resources are provided; the 
ladies earn an income by making the uniforms; parents 
are able to buy good quality uniforms at an affordable 
price; children can go to school with confidence and 
sense of belonging. And, as the ladies themselves hope, 
y unifoms can even be provided for children whose 
families simply cannot afford them.  Christine says, "The 
uniform project is going to help them a big deal because 
they are the ones who are going to sew the uniforms. It 
will be of great help to them, and the parents, and the 
community.". Another way that the ladies at the Kenya 
sewing hub are blessing one another and the community 
is through table banking. It’s where the ladies save 
small amounts of money 
together and lend from those 
shared savings when 
someone faces a difficulty or 
needs to invest in their 
business. When they are able 
to pay the loan back they do, 
and the money is available 
for someone else to borrow if 
they need to. It is a practical 
way of supporting one 
another, and a beautiful 
picture of Christian 
community. As Christine 
described it, I couldn't help 
but think of the early church 
in the book of Acts, where 
believers shared what they 

had so that no one among them was left in need. (Acts 
4:32-35) The circumstances may be different, but the 
heart is wonderfully familiar. This wasn't something 
imposed from outside: it grew naturally because the 
women had begun earning through The Dorcas Dress 
Project. Their response was not simply, "How can I 
improve my own situation?" It was, "How can what God 
has given me become a blessing to someone else?"

In many ways, this captures the heart of The Dorcas 
Dress Project. It is about more than learning to sew. It 
is about women encouraging one another, praying 
together, sharing resources and growing in faith: 
building a community where women can stand alongside 
one another through life's challenges and celebrate each 
other's successes.  Again and again, the ladies spoke 
about learning. Of course, they’ve learnt practical skills, 
but the women never separated practical training from 
spiritual encouragement. When they meet, they pray 
together, share God's Word and support one another 
through the difficulties they face.  Linet told me,  "We all 
believe in God, and we have been encouraging one 
another in prayer and support... We know that if God is 
with us, then all things are possible." The Dorcas Dress 
Project is helping women develop skills and earn an 
income, but it is also helping them grow in confidence, 
faith and hope.

Towards the end of our conversation, I asked the ladies 
if there was anything they would like to say to everyone 
in the UK who prays, gives and supports the work.
Christine said, "we don't have enough words to say 
thank you, but from the bottom of our hearts, we want 
to say thank you so much for coming to rescue these 
women from those tough pits of struggle. Now they can 
have something. They can smile. They can pay school 
fees. They can have food without much struggle. There 
is hope. You know that if you're not sewing today, you 


